
How E-cigarettes Became the UK’s Fastest Growing Supermarket Product 

 

In December 2014, market research firm Nielsen announced that e-cigarette sales have soared to 

become the fastest growing product in UK supermarkets. According to Nielsen’s data, sales of e-

cigarettes have increased by almost 49.5% in the past 12 months alone with no less than 17.3 million 

of the electronic devices sold. 

A Booming Industry 

The e-cigarette industry is booming and in 2014, consumers in the UK spent a total of £122m on 

electronic smoking devices, which is a 43.4% increase from the year before. As a result of their 

popularity, sales of other nicotine replacement products have seen a decrease in sales with smoking 

cessation products such as patches and gum dropping by 6.1%. Adam Leyland, editor of The Grocer 

magazine, commented in several newspaper reports:  

‘As the Chancellor continues targeting the tobacco industry, cigarette 

sales continue to fall, down 2.2% by volume; however, rolling tobacco 

sales are up 4.4%.’ 

As reported in The Independent, the e-cigarette industry is estimated to be worth £91.3m a year and 

its growth is expected to continue. By 2015, the market is predicted to be worth £340m. The surge in 

e-cigarette sales have seen supermarkets capitalise on the trend, given that tobacco counter displays 

were banned in the UK in 2012. 

News Reports and Public Opinion 

http://www.thegrocer.co.uk/buying-and-supplying/categories/top-products-2014/e-cigarettes-vaping-craze-transforms-e-cig-market/511066.article
http://www.thegrocer.co.uk/buying-and-supplying/categories/top-products-2014/e-cigarettes-vaping-craze-transforms-e-cig-market/511066.article
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/grocers-light-up-as-ecigarette-sales-soar-50-per-cent-in-a-year-9949381.html


Some e-cigarette brands have been available in supermarkets as far back as 2010, with Tesco being 

one of the first major stores to stock South Cheshire-based 10 Motives e-cigarettes. In 2013, e-

cigarette sales rose 340 per cent year on year, exceeding the sale of nicotine patches, lozenges and 

gum for the first time.  

However, it was the ITV’s Tonight show that really brought the rise of e-cigarettes to the forefront 

when they featured a report on the electronic products. 

During the show, Professor Robert West from Cancer Research UK spoke of the potential benefits of 

e-cigarettes in saving millions of lives each year. 

<iframe width="560" height="315" src="//www.youtube.com/embed/ebnQ37Mndp4" 

frameborder="0" allowfullscreen></iframe> 

Shortly after the feature was aired, a public poll was conducted in January 2014 asking whether e-

cigarettes were socially acceptable. The results revealed that the UK public were generally in favour 

of the products with 48% agreeing that it was, 33% disagreeing and 19% saying they were unsure. 

E-Cigarettes Sold in Pharmacies 

The popularity of e-cigarettes rose once again when in February last year, Boots announced that 

their stores would start stocking the electronic products. They chose the brand Puritane as their e-

cigarette supplier, which is only available to purchase through pharmacies and online stores. 

An Ever-Increasing Range of Products 

With an estimated 1.3 million e-cigarette users in the UK and with their popularity continuing to 

grow, the market for e-cigarettes doesn’t look like it’s going to slow down any time soon. There are 

now several e-cigarette suppliers in the UK who stock many different brands, flavours and styles. At 

Sparks E-Cigs, we stock our own range of e-cigarettes as well as many products from leading 

manufacturers. 

What do you make of e-cigarettes being the fastest growing supermarket product in the UK? Have 

you noticed an increase in the number of people switching from traditional cigarettes to e-

cigarettes? What do you think the future holds for the e-cigarette industry? We’d love to know what 

you think. 
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